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Level 3
Focus on the society 

and context. 
VERY much student 

is on the outside 
looking in.

Level 2
Focus on the media.
VERY much about 

the media as 
entertainment 

industry.

Level 1
Focus on the genre.
VERY much about 

the genre as a body 
of work.



Quick round up / reminders
• Genre is the most assessed external strand.
• Key evidence versus rote-learning.
• Structures are cool but the student needs to be IN the essay.
• Use all that NZQA offers online.
• Know what the Level is looking for - it’s NOT simply ‘genre’.
• Path to Excellence is the student’s OWN critical thinking - NOT 

parroting the teacher.
• Have a conceptual component in your study - a debate, a video essay, a 

poster, genius hour, thesis lab - make the students own the knowledge 
and shift to educator.



The Standard
At each level



LEvel 1
Characteristics - as in conventions
• Ensure they are specific to your genre
• You are the expert - you can make this up! 

e.g. for superhero - strong moral code, secret 
identity, origin narrative

• Implications come from the conventions for the 
genre NOT just about the genre.



Level 2
Aspects - change, commercial considerations(CC), audience 
expectations/response (AE/R)
• 90% of the country write on change
• If you want a point of difference try CC or AE/R
• AE/R - conventions
• CC - budget/box office/hits/bombs/franchises/universes
• All 3 might be discussed - others become reasons or 

implications
• Society is great and all BUT to much focus can undermine



Level 3
Relationship
• Thesis-statement based discussion
• “Outside looking in”
• ‘Concept as seen in text’ as opposed to ‘leading 

with the text’
• Be finite in timeframe and genre
• Consider the genre convention(s) having a 

societal counterpart(s)



General
Advice



Broad things to consider
● GENRE not text
● Group of texts
● Not plot synopsis
● Choose text wisely - outliers 

are iconic but often don't 
exemplify the discussion. 
○ The Breakfast Club

● Build your own unit - look at 
others sure, but make it your 
own

● No ROTE essays
● Students need to:

○ Address the statement
○ Be present



Evidence
Primary vs Secondary



Inclusion of Evidence across the Levels
Level 1 

- Mostly primary as 
it’s about the films 
and the GENRE.

- Secondary is 
welcome here, lifts 
the discussion.

Level 2
- Balance of 

primary and 
secondary as this 
is a mid-ground 
about the MEDIA

Level 3 
- Stronger emphasis 

on secondary as 
this is heavily 
sociological, 
outside-looking-in, 
history focused.

- Primary is still 
important

NOTE: they don’t want plot summaries





Quick round up / reminders
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• Know what the Level is looking for - it’s NOT simply ‘genre’.
• Path to Excellence is the student’s OWN critical thinking - NOT 

parroting the teacher.
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poster, genius hour, thesis lab - make the students own the knowledge 
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Questions?
Sharing time!


